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C-1  Comment acknowledged.  This letter acknowledges compliance 

with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft 
environmental documents.  
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D-1   Comment acknowledged.  This comment letter contains recommended 

assessment and mitigation measures necessary for site-specific 
projects which may impact sensitive Native American resources.   

 
 It has always been the City’s intent to ensure that as part of the 

CEQA process, issues associated with important archaeological sites 
and/or traditional cultural properties are adequately addressed and 
mitigated for in accordance with state law if avoidance cannot be 
accomplished.  It is anticipated that this intent will be enhanced as 
part of a cooperative effort between the City of San Diego and the 
local Native American community, and through the City’s use of 
updated procedures related to archaeological resources.   

 
 The City of San Diego has recently developed six steps which are 

utilized by EAS during the CEQA Initial Study process.  These steps 
are used to establish the baseline methods for identifying, evaluating, 
and recording historical resources.  In addition, the City of San Diego 
is currently in the process of updating the Historical Resources 
Guidelines and the DSD CEQA Significance Determination 
Thresholds to incorporate procedures for evaluating potential impacts 
to archaeological resources early in the CEQA Initial Study process.  
Additional information is being incorporated in the Guidelines 
regarding Native American contact as part of the archaeological 
background study and CEQA Initial Study process.   

 
 The current archaeological MMRPs for public and private projects 

have also been updated to require Native American monitoring in 
high sensitivity areas as determined in consultation with qualified 
City staff.  The updated MMRPs include a condition that a 
preconstruction meeting must include the Native American monitor 
or work will not be allowed to commence.  The City is also working 
to improve contract specification language for public projects as it 
relates to compliance with applicable state laws for the treatment of 
human remains.   
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